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Photographs used in this Community Profile are copyright of the Remote Area Health Corps.  
Permission was sought from all individuals or guardians of individuals, before photography commenced.  
 
© Copyright — Remote Area Health Corps, 2009 
 
 

This Community Profile provides you with information specific to the Alywarra-Anmatjere Region of the Northern Territory.  
 
The information has been compiled though a number of text and internet resources, and consultations with members of the 
local communities.  
 
The first version of this Community Profile was prepared for RAHC by The Echidna Group and we acknowledge and thank Dr 
Terri Farrelly and Ms Bronwyn Lumby for their contribution. 
 
Other sources include: 
http://www.ntgpe.org/communityprofiles/remotecentres/ampilatwatja.html 
 
 
RAHC would also like to acknowledge and express gratitude to the Aboriginal people of the Alywarra-Anmatjere Region who 
have so generously shared aspects of their culture and communities for use in this Profile. 

*Please note: The information provided in this community profile is correct, to the best of RAHC’s knowledge, at the time of printing.  
This community profile will be regularly updated as new information comes to hand. 

 
If you have any further information about this community that would be useful to add to this profile please contact RAHC via: enquiries@rahc.com.au 
or call 1300 MYRAHC.  
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This map of the Northern Territory, divided into regions, has been adapted from the Office for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Health (OATSIH) Program Management & Implementation Section (2008) Map of the Northern Territory.   
 
The depicted areas are for the purpose of the Remote Area Health Corps Community Profiles  alone, and do not represent  
any Aboriginal language group, land or cultural group boundaries. 

The Northern Territory 
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This map of the Central Australia – Alywarra Anmatjere Area has been taken from 
the  map of the Northern Territory, adapted from the OATSIH Program Manage-
ment & Implementation Section (2008) Map of the Northern Territory.   
 
 
 

Alywarra-Anmatjere Area Profile 

*The population figures refer to the number of Aboriginal 
peoples living in the community, and are estimates only.   

Languages in the Region 
 
The below languages are present in the Alywarra-Anmatjere region.  However it should be noted that as a result of colonisation, 
the growth of towns, and the transient nature of some Aboriginal peoples, there may be many different Aboriginal languages 
evident in a given area. 
 
Alyawarre 
Anmatyerre 
Central Arrernte 
Eastern Arrernte 
Jingili 
Kaititj 
Ngaatjatjarra 
Pertame 

It should be noted that in many Aboriginal communities, population 
figures can fluctuate dramatically, due to a number of factors including 
seasonal changes (wet and dry seasons), and ceremonial activity.   
 
Communities can also known by several names – this may include the 
European name given to it after colonisation, and several Aboriginal 
names. 

 
Ampliatwatja 

Aboriginal Interpreter Service 
www.dlghs.nt.gov.au/ais 
NT Dept of Local Govt & Housing 
Central booking service 08 8999 8353 
 
The AIS Provides 24 hours 7 days a week central booking service.   

Major Communities 

Name Population* Resource Centre 

Ampiliwatja 350 Barkly Shire Council 

Minor Communities 

Name Resource Centre 

Irrultja Barkly Shire Council 

Arawerr 

Kutkatja 
Mudbarra 
Luritja 
Ngaanyatjarra 
Pintubi 
Pitjantjatjara 
Southern Arrernte 
Wambaya 

Family Outstations 

Name Resource Centre 

Irrmarne Barkly Shire Council 

Indaringinya 

Ngkwarlerlanem 

Inkawenyerre 

Atnwengerrpe 

Amengernterneah 
(Utopia Clinic,  
Urapuntja) 
Atheley 

Iylentye 

Artekerr 

Inkwelaye 

Arlparra (Utopia 
Store, Urapuntja) 
Illeuwurru Thangkenharenge 

Aboriginal  
Corporation 

Warlpiri 
Warnmanpa 
Warrumungu 
Western Arrernte 
Yankunytjatjara 
Wuriaki 
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Ampilatwatja 
Ampilatwatja (pronounced um-bludder-witch) is the largest of three 
communities under the Aherrenge Aboriginal Association. The language 
spoken at the community is Alyawarr and there are up to 650 residents.  
  
Access is by road via Alice Springs.  The road is sealed for 100km and 
there is 220 km unsealed.  The trip takes approximately 4 hours from 
Alice Springs in dry conditions, firstly on the sealed Stuart Highway & 
then on the dirt Sandover Highway. Four Wheel Drive is required to 
make the journey after rain.  Heavy rain will close the road. 

History 
Freehold title leases were granted by the federal government around 1910 to establish cattle stations on Alyawarr land in an 
attempt to bring white settlers & development to the centre of Australia. The lands traditional owners were coerced to move 
from culturally significant sites & also lost rites to hunting grounds to make way for the grazing cattle.  

The resultant Ammaroo Station became a gathering place for the Alywarr people by the sixties & seventies where many worked 
as drovers & fencers. In 1976 under the Native Titles Act Alyawarr families were granted a small plot at an area known then as 
Honeymoon Bore, about ten kilometres from Ammaroo Station. This small settlement is what has now developed in to the 
community of Ampilatwatja 

In the 1990’s the traditional owners of the area gained small excisions from the local pastoral lease to continue their life on their 
land. Ampilatwatja is the cultural heartland of the Alywarr nation.  There are three outstations with the main ones being Irrultja 
60km away and Atnwengerrp 40km away. With few exceptions, all the Aboriginal people living at Ampilatwatja belong to the 
Alywarr language group. Their country extends over some 17,000 kM2 and through the pastoral properties of Ammaroo, 
Murray Downs, Elkedra, Derry Downs, Utopia, Lake Nash and Urandangie. Alywarr is further divided into a number of smaller 
units called "countries". The Amperiatwatye people are from Aherrenge country which spans three cattle stations, Ammaroo, 
Derry Downs and Elkedra. 

 
Governance 
The Health Centre is owned and operated by Ampilatwatja Health Centre Aboriginal Corporation. Local government services 
are provided by Barkly Shire which is based in Tennant Creek. 

Infrastructure and Community Life 
There is a General Store that provides basic groceries and trans territory bush orders, but not takeaway food.  The fuel available 
at the community is opal (a non-aromatic petrol) and diesel.  There is a primary and secondary school. Recreation includes 
4WD, camping, waterhole swimming, AFL and Basketball. The Ampilatwatja Bombers AFL side play on the local ground, Windy 
Hill & they travel extensively throughout the region during the football season. 

Ampilatwatja has a very active group of artists, who have recently exhibited at the National Gallery of Victoria to much acclaim, 
with some works fetching upwards of $10,000. The art of Ampilatwatja is strik-
ingly different from that of other indigenous painting with a much broader col-
our spectrum than what is usually expected in Aboriginal art. A new arts centre 
is under development in the former gymnasium.  

The airstrip caters mainly for the Mail plane and RFDS. It is a day/night strip but 
closes during heavy rain.   

Fully fenced, furnished housing is available for RAHC staff & is well equipped 
with cooking and communication facilities including an electric stove, one large 
refrigerator & upright freezer, a washing machine, TV, DVD, CD & video 
player. There is a four seat dining setting with plenty of crockery, cutlery, pots 
& pans & an electric kettle.  

Linen is provided as well as pillows & towels, although you may like to bring 
your own. There is a telephone in the house. Internet is available at the clinic. 
The RN’s may be expected to share a house. No personal vehicle is provided, 
however, the clinic has a vehicle that is available, for essential purposes. 

 



 6 

 

Health Centre 
The Health Centre has 3 consulting rooms and 2 emergency rooms with separate waiting rooms allowing for flexibility when 
catering for cultural requirements. The centre operates the following programs;  
 Healthy Eating 
 Women’s health 
 Men’s health 
 
The clinic hours are generally Monday to Friday 0830 to 1230 and then 1430 to 1700. On Call rotation is 1 in 3.  The clinic is 
staffed by 1 GP and 2 RANs with 2 full time and 2 part time Aboriginal Health Workers at outstations. Outstations serviced 
include Irrultja (50kms away) and Atnwengerrp (30km away). The centre is visited on a regular basis by visiting nutrition and 
paediatric specialists. 
 
RAHC has placed a number of health professionals in the Ampliatwatja Health Centre since the beginning of 2009. 
 
Community Security 
There is no Police station at Ampilatwatja. The nearest Police station is at Alparra & this services Ampilatwatja. The Police at 
Alparra are happy to report that it is a very peaceful community.  

The Alparra Police do make regular visits to Ampilatwatja to ensure all is in order & to check that Federal Government Inter-
vention legislation is being adhered to.  

Ampilatwatja has been a voluntarily dry community since its establishment & continues to be so. Severe penalties are in place 
for anyone  who breaches these restrictions. 

Ampliatwatja is a Dry Community.  
 
This means NO Alcohol or other prohibited substances (dry community)  

 
Other Services: 
Community Store 
ATM 
Primary School 
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Getting Advice 
The following organisations and contact numbers may be useful in locating sources of advice about Ampilatwatja.  Care has been 
taken to ensure these details are correct, however unfortunately some may change or be unattended.   
 
Ampilatwatja Health Centre Aboriginal Corporation  
Ammaroo Rd Ampilatwatja Community PMB 202 via Alice Springs NT 0872 
Ph: 08 8956 9935 
Primary health care service which also provides a 24-hour emergency service and is accessible to residents from Ampiliwatja, Ir-
rultja, Atnwengerrp, Welere and others passing through the region. 
Staff include Medical Officer, Nurse, Aboriginal Health Workers at Ampiliwatja and at outstations 
 
Barkly Shire Council 
58 Peko Rd Tennant Creek 
Ph: 08 8962 0000 
Ali Curung  08 8964 1955 
Alpurrurrulam 07 4748 4800 
Arlparra  08 8956 9850 
Ampilatwatja 08 8956 9966 
Elliott District 08 8969 2056 
Community Services 08 8962 0003 
Night Patrol 08 8962 0000 
 
Central Land Council – Arlparra (Utopia) 
Sandover Hwy PMB 1 via Alice Springs NT 0872 
Ph: 08 8956 9955 
 
Thangkenharenge Resource Centre 
PMB 80 Barrow Creek via Alice Springs NT 0871 
Ph: 08 8956 9838 
 



rahc.com.au 


