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Photographs used in this Community Profile are copyright of the Remote Area Health Corps except otherwise stated. 
Permission was sought from all individuals or guardians of individuals, before photography commenced.  
 
© Copyright — Remote Area Health Corps, 2010 
 
 

This Community Profile provides you with information specific to the Western Arrernte Region of the Northern Territory.  
 
The information has been compiled though a number of text and internet resources, and consultations with members of the 
local communities.  
 
The first version of this Community Profile was prepared for RAHC by The Echidna Group and we acknowledge and thank  
Dr Terri Farrelly and Ms Bronwyn Lumby for their contribution. 
 
Other sources include: 
 
 
RAHC would also like to acknowledge and express gratitude to the Aboriginal people of the Western Arrernte Region who 
have so generously shared aspects of their culture and communities for use in this Profile. 

*Please note: The information provided in this community profile is correct, to the best of RAHC’s knowledge, at the time of printing.  
This community profile will be regularly updated as new information comes to hand. 

 
If you have any further information about this community that would be useful to add to this profile please contact RAHC via: enquiries@rahc.com.au 
or call 1300 MYRAHC.  
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This map of the Northern Territory, divided into regions, has been adapted from the Office for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Health (OATSIH) Program Management & Implementation Section (2008) Map of the Northern Territory.   
 
The depicted areas are for the purpose of the Remote Area Health Corps Community Profiles  alone, and do not represent  
any Aboriginal language group, land or cultural group boundaries. 

The Northern Territory 
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This map of the Central Australia – Western Arrernte Area has been taken from the  map of the Northern Territory, adapted from the OATSIH Program 
Management & Implementation Section (2008) Map of the Northern Territory.   
 
 
 

Western Arrernte Area Profile 

*The population figures refer to the number of Aboriginal 
peoples living in the community, and are estimates only.   

Languages in the Region 
 
The below languages are present in the Western Arrernte region.  However it should be noted that as a result of colonisation, 
the growth of towns, and the transient nature of some Aboriginal peoples, there may be many different Aboriginal languages  
evident in a given area. 
 
Alyawarre 
Anmatyerre 
Central Arrernte 
Eastern Arrernte 
Jingili 
Kaititj 
Ngaatjatjarra 
Pertame 

It should be noted that in many Aboriginal communities, population figures can fluctuate dramatically, due to a number of  
factors including seasonal changes (wet and dry seasons), and ceremonial activity.   
 
Communities can also known by several names – this may include the European name given to it after colonisation, and several 
Aboriginal names. 

 

Hermannsburg 

Aboriginal Interpreter Service 
www.dlghs.nt.gov.au/ais 
NT Dept of Local Govt & Housing 
Central booking service 08 8999 8353 
 
The AIS Provides 24 hours 7 days a week central booking service.   

Kutkatja 
Mudbarra 
Luritja 
Ngaanyatjarra 
Pintubi 
Pitjantjatjara 
Southern Arrernte 
Wambaya 

Warlpiri 
Warnmanpa 
Warrumungu 
Western Arrernte 
Yankunytjatjara 
Wuriaki 

Major Communities 

Name Population Resource Centre 

Areyonga (Utju) 200 MacDonnell Shire 
Council 

Hermannsburg 650 

Wallace Rockhole 160 

 Areyonga 
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Areyonga 
 
 
History 
 
Areyonga (pronounced arr-ee-yon-ga) 

Areyonga Community was established during the 1920s when a 
drought forced a large group of the Pitjantatjara people from the 
Petermann area into the Hermannsburg area and from there to 
Areyonga (Utju). 

In the 1940s a Lutheran mission was established.  By the 1970s the 
population at Areyonga decreased significantly as many of the group 
moved back to the Pitjantjatjara community in Docker River. 

The Lutheran mission was closed down in 1990 and the local people reclaimed control of the community as part of the Haasts 
Bluff Aboriginal Land Trust. 

The community also has a number of Arrernte and Walpiri people who have joined the community through marriage. 

 
Governance 
Areyonga Council is responsible for the day to day management of the community, the council members are elected at the  
Annual General Meeting.  The role of the Council is to listen to the voice of the people in the community and whenever and 
wherever is possible, provide the essential services and infrastructure that is required.  
 
The Council has a deliberate policy to limit outside contractors wherever possible with most of the service delivery performed 
by the locally recruited workforce. 
 

Infrastructure and Community Life 

Areyonga is situated in a picturesque valley en route to Kings Canyon. It has services that include an administration building with 
a Centrelink Agency and Post Office, a motor vehicle service facility and weekly air service.  There are many facilities which in-
clude a swimming pool, School, outdoor basketball court and football and sports ovals, a community store & Lutheran Church.  
The community hall holds several functions for the local community including discos, snooker and other recreational activities. 
There is a community arts centre located in one of the original stone buildings. 

There is no mobile phone service in Areyonga. Hermannsburg, 90 kilometres to the east has Telstra 3G mobile service. 

 

 
 

Photo © Ludo Kuipers, OzOutback Internet Services 
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Access 
Access is by road via Alice Springs.  The road is sealed for 130km and 
there is 90km unsealed.  The trip takes approximately 2.5 hours from 
Alice Springs in dry conditions, firstly on the sealed Larapinta Drive until  
Hermannsburg & then on the unsealed Merinee Loop Road. Four Wheel 
Drive is required to make the journey after rain.  Heavy rain will close the 
road. 

NB Whenever possible avoid being on the road from dusk till dawn as 
the region has a large population of feral Horses, Donkeys, Dogs & the 
occasional Camel along with a native population of Kangaroos &  
Dingoes. All of which are a significant road hazard. 

The airstrip is situated on the nearest flat land 20km from Areyonga & caters mainly for the Mail plane and Royal Flying  
Doctor Service. It is a day/night strip but closed during heavy rain.  If you are heading to Areyonga via mail plane please be 
aware that there is a baggage restriction. 

 

Health Centre 
The clinic at Areyonga is known as the Utju Clinic. Opening hours are 
Monday to Friday 0830 - 1230 and then 1430 - 1700. The clinic is 
staffed by 1 visiting GP and 2 RANs with 2 full time and 2 part time 
Aboriginal Health Workers. Due to availability, RAHC staff will inform 
you of current clinic staffing levels prior to your deployment. 

Services are closely coordinated with the Western Aruntja Health  
Aboriginal Corporation (WAHAC) based at Hermannsburg. Both  
services are under the administrative auspices of Central Australian 
Aboriginal Congress (CAAC) which has its offices in Alice Springs. 

The Utju Clinic can be contacted on 08 8956 7308.  

 

Accommodation, Vehicles, Food & ATMs 

Fully fenced, furnished housing is available for RAHC staff & is well equipped with cooking and communication facilities  
including an electric stove, one large refrigerator & TV. There is a four seat dining setting with plenty of crockery, cutlery, pots 
& pans & an electric kettle. Linen is provided as well as pillows & towels, although you may like to bring your own. There is a 
telephone in the house. Internet is available at the clinic. 

The RAN’s may be expected to share a house with other visiting health professionals (once again check with RAHC staff prior 
to deployment). No vehicle is provided, however, the clinic has a vehicle available for most foreseen uses.  There is an ATM in 
the Community Store.  Please keep in mind that variety in the store is limited so if you have any special dietary requirements or 
specialty items you may want to bring these with you.  Water, although potable, taste strongly of minerals so you may want to 
take some packaged water which is also available at the community store. 

 

Keeping the Peace 
The nearest police station is located at Hermannsburg, one hour to the east; however there is a community Night Patrol. 

NB. Areyonga is a dry community and it is against the law for anyone to bring alcohol into the area. 
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Getting Advice 
The following organisations and contact numbers may be useful in locating sources of advice about Areyonga.  Care has been 
taken to ensure these details are correct, however unfortunately some may change or be unattended.   
 
MacDonnell Shire Council 
First Floor Alice Plaza Todd Mall Alice Springs NT 0870 
Ph: 1300 360 959 
info@macdonnell.nt.gov.au 
 
Areyonga Community Incorporated 
Ph: 08 8956 7311 
 
 



rahc.com.au 


